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a stop to the commerce of the world. It is allowed that
we are placed the sentinels at the barriers of nature, and
the arbiters of the intercourse of mankind.

These are appellations, my lords, which, however splen-
did and ostentatious, our ancestors obtained and preserved
with less advantages than we possess, by whom I am afraid
they are about to be forfeited. The dominion of the ocean
was asserted in former times in opposition to powers far
more able to contest it, than those which we have so long
submissively courted, and of which we are now evidently
afraid.

For that we fear them, my lords, they are sufficiently
convinced; and it must be confessed, with whatsoever
shame, that their opinion is well founded; for to what mo-
tive but fear can it be imputed, that we have so long sup-
ported their insolence without resentment, and their ra-
vages without reprisals; that we have fitted out fleets with-
out any design of dismissing them from our harbours, or
sent them to the sea only to be gazed at from the shores,
by those whose menaces or artifice had given occasion to
their equipment, and in whom they raised no other emo-
tions than contempt of our cowardice, or pity of our folly?

To what, my lords, can it be attributed, that the queen
of Hungary has yet received no assistance from allies thus
powerful; from allies whose fleets cover the sea, whose
commerce extends to the remotest part of the world, and
whose wealth may be justly expected to be proportionate
to their commerce. To what can we ascribe the confi-
dence with which the house of Bourbon threatens the ruin
of a princess, who numbers among her allies the emperour
of Britain ?

Nothing is more evident, my lords, than that the queen
of Hungary has been disappointed of the advantages which
she expected from her friendship with this nation, only by
a degree of cowardice too despicable to be mentioned with-
out such terms, as the importance of this debate, and the
dignity of this assembly, do not admit; nor is it less cer-
tain, from the conduct of her enemies, thatthey knew what